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Amendments to the Claims 

1 ) (Cun-ently Amended) A compound of the general formula (I) 




(I) 



wherein A is a divalent radical of the formulae (a) 




(a) 

wherein and independently represent hvdrooen. Cj ^-C ^-aikvi, C^-C^ ^ ^-cvcloalkvl. 
Cg-Cg ^-arvl. C^ -C g^-alkvi-fCg-Cj j^ -arvh. a 5- to 6-membered heteroaromatrc radical 
having 1. 2 or 3 heteroatoms selected from the group consisting of N. O and S. - 
{CH^yCOR, or ^CH, yOR,, 

and wherein a C-C unit in R^. and Ro Is. optionallv. replaced bv an ether unit C-Q-C 
X is =Q. =S or =NRg. where R^ is R^ or R^ 

of Q oyolio oompound - ef - the general formu l a (II) 
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O 

W, 

whorcrn B t o an al i cycl i c or hctorocycl i c group> and 

AVA ^ and arc tho oamo or different and aro A or -NR. whoroin R io hydrogen, 
unoubotltutcd phenyl, phenyl Gubctitutod by 1, 2, 3 or 4 rad i ca lo o e l c ct od from the 
group conGioting of ha l ogon, R ^i-QR^rSR^i-NH g, NHR^ r^^R^r^^ a. COOH, COOR^ 
CONHa> CONHR^ CONR%, CN, SO^H. SO ^(QF ^), and SO aR ^ phenyl substituted by 
Q 5 to 7 momborod hctenaoromotio radical hav i ng 1, 2 or 3 hetcroatomo oolootod 
from tho group conoloting of N, O and S; a 6 to 7 - memberod hotorooromatio rad i cal 
having 1 , 2 or 3 hctcroatoms Gclccted from the group oonoiot i ng of O and S; NH^ t 
NHR^r44R° a, NHCONHg or NHCONHR^, vt^horc R^ -i&^4-64 ^ - alkyl or C^ -G^-ap/\. 

2) through 6) (Cancelled) 

7) (Currently Amended) The compound according to claim 6-1 , wherein 

Ri and R2 are hydrogen, C,-CiB-alkyL Cg-Ce-cydoalkyl, Cg-Cio-aryl. benzyl, pyridyl, 
pyrryl, thienyl, imidazolyl» oxazolyl, thiazolyl, pyrimldyl, hydroxycarbonyl-Go-Ce-alkyI, 
Ci-Cie-alkoxycarbonyl-Co"Ce-alkyl, aminocarbonyl-Co-Cg-alkyl, Ct-C-,8- 
alkylaminocarbonyl-Co-Ce-alkyl, Ce-Cio-arylaminocarbonyl-Co-Ce-alkyl, 61(0^-0^^" 
alkyOamrnocarbonyl-Co-Ce-alkyI, Ci-Cie-alkyl-Ce-Cio-arylaminocarbonyl'-Co-Ce-alkyI or 
dl(C6-Cio-aryl)aminocarbonyl'-Co-C6-alkyl. 

8) and 9) (Cancelled) 

10) (Withdrav/n) A process for preparing a compound according to claim 1, 
comprising the steps of reacting 1 ,2,4,5-tetracyanobenzene with at least 
2 equivalents of at least one of ammonia or alkoxides MOR7, 
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wherein M is sodium or potassium, Ry is Ci-Cis-a'kyl or-CCHaL-OH and m Is an 
Integer from 1 to 6, and a C-C unit is, optionally, replaced by an etiier unit C-O-C, in 
a solvent or solvent mixture under basic to neutral conditions at a temperature in the 
range from -20 to 1 20°C to form tetra-. tri-, dl- or monoimino-substituted 
benzodipyrrotes, and 

reacting the tetra-, tri-, di- or monoimino-substituted benzodipyrroles with at least 1 
equivalent of a cyclic compound of the formula (VII) in a solvent or solvent mixture 

O 

H 

under neutral to acidic conditions 
and optionally not more than 3 equivalents of HgNR. 

11) (Withdrawn) A method of using a compound according to claim 1 comprising 
the step of dyeing or pigmenting an organic or inorganic, high or low molecular 
weight material with the compound. 

12) (Withdrawn) The method according to claim 11 wherein the material is 
selected from the group consisting of electrophotographic toners, 
electrophotographic developers, color filters, electronic inks and optical layers for 
optical data storage. 

13) (Currently Amended) A composition comprising anHDrg anic or i norganic, h i gh 
or low mo l ocuior weight matoria! a plastic, paint, printing Ink, electrophotoaraphic 
toner, electrophotooraphic deveiooer. color filter, electronic ink or an optical layer for 
optical data storage and at least one of the compound as claimed in claim 1 Jn an 
amount from 0.005% to 70% by weight, based on the material. 
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1 4) (Currently Amended) A composition comprising on orgonio or inorgan i c, high 
or i ow mo l oou i ar wo i oht motcriol a plastic, paint, printing ink, electrophotoaraphic 
toner, electrophotographic developer, color filter, electronic ink or an optical laver for 
optical data storaoe a nd at least one of the compound as claimed in claim 1 . 

15) (Cancelled) 



^ ... . 
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